Buck Mountain Property Owners Association, Inc.
Off-Road Vehicle Policy
(Revised 03-14-2015)

1. General.  Use of the roads and common areas within Buck Mountain by ATVs, UTVs, golf carts, dirt bikes and other unlicensed motorized vehicles or campers is a privilege, not a right. Only property owners are permitted to have such vehicles on Buck Mountain. A property owner may register and tag up to 4 vehicles with the POA. Renters who are not property owners are not permitted to bring ATVs/UTVsoff-road vehicles to the Buck Mountain community. 

Registration and tagging is required in order to: 
· Verify that an off-road vehicle and its operator belong within Buck Mountain 
· Promote safety and, eliminate unauthorized use of our roads, 
· Increase safety of off-road vehicles mixing with vehicular traffic; 
· Provide an opportunity for the POA to communicate to off-road vehicle operators the expected behavior, particularly as it applies to safety and responsibility; 
2. Banned Vehicles.  The following vehicles are not permitted to be operated on Buck Mountain: 
· Two-cycle or racing sport ATVs 
· Dirt Bikes 
· 3-wheel ATVs 

3. Quiet Hour Restrictions.  To help reduce the impact of off-road vehicle noise, a “Quiet Hours” period has been established from 10 P.M. each night until 8 A.M. each morning. During this time period, the maximum speed for all off-road vehicles is limited to 15 miles per hour. Operators are encouraged to take actions which reduce noise output at all times, and avoid operating off-road vehicles in a manner that negatively impacts others. 

4. Operator Restrictions.  Operators of off road vehicles on Buck Mountain should abide by North Carolina laws. Below are some important points from this law. Parents and grandparents, please must supervise your youngstersunderage children and encourage safe riding habits and use of safety gear. The following guidelines apply to operation of all off-road vehicle usage on Buck Mountain:
· No one under age 8 may operate an ATV. 
· Children under age 12 may only operate an ATV under 70cc. 
· Children under age 16 may only operate an ATV 90cc or less. 
· Children under age 16 must be supervised by a person at least age 18. 
· Passengers may not be carried unless the ATV was designed to carry passengers. 
· No ATV shall be operated without a lighted headlight and taillight from ½ hour after sunset to ½ hour before sunrise. 
· Effective October 1, 2006, every ATV operator born on or after January 1, 1990, must have an ATV safety certificate. 

5. Helmet Requirement.  Per North Carolina state law, each operator and passenger under the age of 18 years must wear a safety helmet. Violation of this requirement is grounds for immediate revocation of the off-road vehicle registration and suspension of riding privileges. 

6. Riding Etiquette.  In order to safely mix with other traffic in our community, ATVs, UTVs and other unlicensed vehicles in Buck Mountain are required to:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Be driven in a safe an appropriate manner at all times in accordance with the manufacturers recommendations and applicable laws;
· Be driven on the right side of the road at a safe and reasonable speed, single-file;
· Yield the right-of-way to pedestrians, riders on horseback, and licensed vehicles;
· Reduce speed at all curves and near hill crests to increase safety and reduce gravel spread;
· Not be excessively loud when operated;
· Not be operated on banks, road Berms, newly seeded or disturbed areas or other locations in a manner that could result in erosion problems;
· Not be operated on private property without permission from the owner of that property.

7. Member Registration.  Each off-road vehicle must prominently display approved vehicle tags on the front and rear of the vehicle. The POA reserves the right to approve placement of the tag on the vehicle or require changes in identification methods for security purposes. Up to four (4) off-road vehicles owned by a POA member may be registered at a one-time cost of $25 per vehicle. Member registration is valid as long as property ownership continues.

8. Guests.  Guests staying in a property owner’s home may ride or operate a vehicle tagged for use on Buck Mountain. The guest is subject to all rules and requirements that apply to property owners. The host will be responsible for all fines, penalties and damages attributed to actions of the guest.

9. Renters.  Visitors renting a property are not permitted to bring or have off-road recreational vehicles on Buck Mountain. Long-term renters (annual lease agreement for full-time occupancy) may apply to the board of directors for registration, tags and riding privileges. If granted, the renter is subject to all rules, requirements, penalties and fines that apply to property owners.

10. Reporting Problems.  Property owners are to report instances of unsafe, irresponsible or unauthorized activity to the Safety Coordinator or Community Administrator. Where property or personal safety is threatened, members are encouraged to dial 911 and report the problem.

11. Verification of Registration.  Off-road vehicles are subject to being stopped by security patrols, Directors, the Community Manager, or other property owners to check identification and/or advise if a violation has been observed.

12. Liability and Penalties.  Registrants are required to sign a waiver of responsibility that holds the POA harmless from any resulting injury. The POA reserves the right to revoke or suspend the privilege of any off-road vehicle that is operated in an unsafe manner, is excessively loud or is deemed to have caused damage to property. In such cases, both the vehicle and the driver may be prohibited from using the roads and/or common areas. Fines in addition to costs of damage repairs may be levied by the POA against the appropriate member as the result of a Disciplinary Hearing conducted under the association’s covenants and  subject to N.C.G.S. 47-F.

13. Registration Forms.  Registration Forms for Property Owners may be obtained from the Community Administrator. Forms are also available on-line at the POA website (www.buckmtnpoa.com). Contact the Community Administrator at cmbuckmtn@yahoo.com or 336-973-0419 to arrange to pick up tags.
